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RFD  LETTER. 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Departmerrhof  Agriculture 


:M.*VD  3 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


* 


January  h,  1957 
Letter  No.  750 


Corn  problems  got  top  attention  at  the  meetii^l^re  this  week  of  15 
members  of  the  Agriculture  Committees  of  the  Senate  and  Souse  with  Secretary- 
Benson  .    The  Secretary  reported  they  were  in  general  agreement  that  legislative 
•action  should  be  taken,  and  that  they  were  concerned  not  only  with  corn  but  with 
the  whole  feed  grain- live stock  balance.    The  group  considered  it  likely  that 
the  present  situation  would  mean  too  heavy  corn  production,  low  prices,  too 
much  stimulation  of  livestock  production  and  less  opportunity  for  a  successful 
Soil  Bank.    They  discussed  the  possibility  of  providing  a  price  support  floor 

for  corn  for  the  duration  of  the  Soil  Bank  acreage  reserve   Three  other 

things  they  discussed  were  the  need  for  extending  Public  Law  kQO,  the  need  for 
operating  the  Soil  Bank  so  as  to  reduce  the  total  harvested  acreage  of  the 
country,  and  the  need  for  research  to  find  new  crops,  new  uses,  and  new  markets. 
Secretary  Benson  expects  the  President's  Message  to  Congress  on  January  10  will 
deal  also  with  these  problems,  and  he  said  he  is  looking  forward  to  later  meet- 
ings with  members  of  the  committees. 

Moving  Earth  on  Watersheds 


New  proposals  for  small  watershed  projects  continue  to  pour  in  from 
local  organizations  at  the  rate  of  one  every  other  day.    As  of  last  Monday  a 
total  of  610  applications  from  k6  States  had  been  received  and  229  in  ^5  States 
had  been  approved  for  assistance.    Thirty-one  small  watershed  programs  in  22 
States  reached  the  operational  stage  in  '56.    Local  organizations  in  most  of 
the  31  approved  projects  are  negotiating  contracts  for  structural  work.  The 
first  actual  construction  work  began  in  the  Bear  Hole  Watershed  in  Delaware 
last  October.    Since  then  contractors  in  several  other  of  the  31  have  begun 
moving  earth.    Funds  allocated  for  operations  in  fiscal  '57  on  the  31  approved 
projects  is  about  $2,700,000.    Total  estimated  cost  of  these  projects,  which 
are  to  be  completed  in  from  one  to  10  years,  is  $3^ > 281,500. 

Thousands  More  Dial  Farms 

As  a  result  of  the  REA  telephone  program,  thousands  of  rural  subscribers 
received  new  dial  telephone  service  during  the  past  year.    Thousands  more  may 
receive  such  service  in  '57«    The  independent  telephone  companies  and  co-ops 
which  borrowed  REA  funds  in  '56  expect  to  provide  modern  dial  service  to  176,6CC 
farm  families  and  other  rural  subscribers.    REA  estimates  its  loans  will  result 
in  new  and  better  service  for  783 > 500  farms,  rural  businesses,  schools,  churches, 
and  homes  when  proposed  construction  is  completed.  .  .  REA  Adm'r  David  Hamil 
reports  better  management  of  rural  electric  power  co-ops,  together  with  an 
influx  of  non-farm  residents  and  small  industries  moving  from  cities  in  '56. 
pushed  total  REA  power  system  revenues  past  the  $500  million  mark  for  the  first 
time  in  the  21-year-old  program. 
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Running  Starts  on  ^'57  Research 

In  reporting  their  accomplishments  in  l56,  ARS  researchers  noted  several 
findings  that  may  mean  even  more  this  year  and  in  the  years  ahead.    As  a  result 
of  their  discovery  that  tenderness  of  meat  is  an  inherited  quality,  they  have 
high  hopes  of  improving  the  meat-tenderness  quality  of  animals  through  "breeding 
....  Those  poor  little  fatherless  poults  which  made  the  front  pages  last 
year,  in  their  "brief  life  helped  teach  the  scientists  something  which  may 
eventually  mean  "better  fertility  and  hatchability  of  turkey  eggs.  .  .  .By  the 
end  of  the  year,  insecticides  and  attractants  ("bait)  developed  recently  had  so 
drastically  reduced  the  Medfly  pest  of  citrus  and  other  crops  in  Florida,  that 
entomologists  see  good  prospects  we  may  rid  the  country  of  that  menace  before 
the  end  of  '57*  •  •  «The  researchers  even  found  a  friendly  nematode  -  that  is, 
friendly  to  farmers  but  not  to  insects.    This  friendly  wire  worm  transmits  a 
bacterial  disease  highly  destructive  to  several  injurious  insects.  The 
researchers  hope  to  use  this  nematode  in  crop  protection  work.  .  .  .These  fellows 
think  they  may  have  something  special  in  a  poisonous  plant  that  grows  wild  on 
millions  of  acres  in  the  southwest.    They  see  this  as  a  most  promising  plant 
source  of  chemicals  for  making  the  anti- arthritic  drug  cortisone.  .  .  .And  Depart 
ment  chemists  have  developed  a  fast  way  to  take  the  hair  off  hides  with  an  enzyme 
preparation.    They  say  this  will  mean  high  yields  of  good  quality  leather.  .  .  . 
These  are  just  a  few  samples. 

New  Use  Task  Forces  Completed 

Wednesday  Chairman  J.  Leroy  Welsh  of  the  President's  bipartisan  Commissio: 
on  Increased  Industrial  Use  of  Agricultural  Products,  named  the  last  of  the  15 
Task  Groups  to  review  the  present  position  of  various  commodities  and  report  its 
analysis  of  research  needs  to  the  Commission.    The  Commission  will  use  the  re- 
ports of  the  15  Groups  in  making  its  recommendations  to  Congress  on  ways  of  in- 
creasing industrial  uses  for  farm  products.    This  last  group  was  chosen  to  study 
the  widening  uses  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  will  hold  its  first  meeting  here 
this  time  next  week. 

Tree  Planting  to  Reach  New  High 

In  summarizing  the  forestry  highlights  of  '56,  the  Department's  forest 
researchers  report  a  new  high  record  in  tree  planting.    Because  of  the  conserva- 
tion reserve  program  and  other  tree  planting  provisions  of  the  Agricultural  Act 
of  195S,  the  foresters  expect  even  more  tree  planting  during  the  next  10  to  15 
years.  .  .  .Another  intriguing  possibility  in  tree  planting  work  will  be  the 
effort  to  bring  back  the  American  chestnut  -  long  the  mainstay  of  the  leather 
tanning  business  in  this  country.    The  foresters  have  discovered  some  American 
chestnuts  naturally  resistant  to  blight.    Seedlings  from  these  will  be  planted 
to  bring  back  chestnut  in  blighted  areas. 

East  May  Adopt  Plains  Practice 

For  release  tomorrow  morning,  the  USDA  will  report  that  scientists  of 
eastern  state  experiment  stations  and  the  Department's  own  researchers  see  a 
possibility  that  the  well-established  practice  of  "stubble -mulch  farming"  in 
the  Great  Plains  may  also  be  adapted  to  the  humid  east.    This  practice  decreases 
soil  erosion  and  water  runoff,  gives  yields  in  the  arid  parts  of  the  U.S.  at 
least  as  high  as  under  soil- depleting  clean  cultivation.    In  the  eastern  part 
of  the  country,  this  practice  has  often  resulted  in  lower  yields.    The  researcher 
are  trying  to  couple  high  yields  of  corn  with  mulch  tillage  for  soil  conservation 
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Don't  Let  Your  Folks  Miss  Opportunity 

Many  farmers  may  miss  a  good  opportunity.    Some  don't  realize  that 
land  placed  in  the  Soil  Bank  is  also  eligible  for  ACP  practices.    Ken  Gapen  of 
ACFS  tells  us  any  ACP  practice  is  eligible  for  approval  on  Acreage  Reserve 
land  in  the  Soil  Bank.    Farmers  should  be  encouraged  to  establish  a  soil  building 
cover  upon  Acreage  Reserve.    It  is  certainly  good  land  management.    ACP  will  help 
share  the  cost  in  doing  this.    ACP  has  a  number  of  cost-sharing  practices  that 
will  also  apply  on  Conservation  Reserve  land.  Under  that  part  of  the  Soil  Bank 
program,  farmers  are  required  to  perform  certain  specific  conservation  practices. 
Of  course,  they  cannot  collect  a  payment  from  both  the  ACP  and  the  Conservation 
Reserve  programs  for  performing  the  same  practice  on  the  same  land.    But  in 
addition  to  the  required  Conservation  Reserve  practices,  they  can  apply  for  and 
receive  ACP  cost-share  assistance  in  performing  other  ACP  practices  on  that  land. 
See  your  State  or  county  ASC  Committee  about  the  details  of  how  this  works.  You 
can  help  your  farmers  understand  this  opportunity. 

Cotton  Market  Promotion  Abroad 

Yesterday  our  folks  announced  programs  for  the  development  and  promotion 
of  markets  for  U.S.  cotton  in  Spain,  France,  and  Japan,  in  cooperation  with  the 
cotton  industry.    The  Japan  project  will  be  carried  on  this  calendar  year.  The 
projects  in  France  and  Spain  are  for  two  years  beginning  the  first  of  this  year. 
They  are  made  possible  through  use  of  local  currencies  available  under  Public  Law 
kQO.    Promotion  will  include  advertising,  exhibits  at  trade  fairs,  and  campaigns 
stressing  cotton  fashions,  such  as  have  proved  effective  in  this  and  other 
countries. 

Grain  Handling  Revolution  in  Making 

In  its  year-end  summary  of  marketing  research  activities  for  release 
tomorrow,  the  Department  will  note  a  veritable  revolution  in  the  handling  of 
grains  appears  in  the  making.    USDA  researchers,  who  have  been  investigating  the 
mechanical  aeration  of  grain  in  storage  structures,  made  a  number  of  tests  on 
distributing  fumigants  through  the  aerating  system  to  help  control  insect  damage. 
They  were  encouraged  by  the  results  .  .  .  .This  past  year  the  Department's  market 
facility  experts  provided  technical  assistance  for  the  big  new  wholesale  food 
market  in  Philadelphia.    They  estimate  this  market  will  save  more  than  $6  million 
a  year  in  handling  costs,  compared  with  previous  facilities. 

Close-Ups  on  U.S.  Foreign  Trade 


You  can  get  single  copies  of  any  of  the  recent  publications  free  on 
request  to  FAS,  USDA,  Washington  25,  D.  C: 

For.  Ag.  Cir.  FATP  ^0-56  "The  Agricultural  Situation  of  Mexico  -  1956" 

For.  Ag.  Cir.  FATP  39-56"  "Egypt's  Agricultural  Policies  and  Programs 
Affecting  United  States  Trade  in  Agricultural  Products. " 

For.  Ag.  Cir.  FCOF  5-56    "Cocoa  Beans  World  Production  and  Trade" . 

For.  Ag.  Cir.  FCOF  5-56    "World  Coffee  Production". 

For.  Ag.  Cir.  FG  15-56      "Second  Survey  Confirms  Near-Record  World 
Breadgrain  Production. " 

More  Farmers  Home  Credit  in  '57 

During  '56  Farmers  Home  Administration  made  and  insured  loans  totaling 
nearly  336|-  million  dollars,  the  largest  volume  of  loans  it  has  made  in  any  one 
year.    Secretary  Benson  expects  that  as  farm  families  continue  to  adjust  and 
improve  their  operations  there  will  be  a  steady  demand  during  '57  for  the  super- 
vised credit  provided  by  FHA. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  "J -Jan.  12 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Jan.  12,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Jan.  12,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  ' 
the  Farm  News"  with  Ted  Hutchcroft.    Features:    "What  Rural  People  Should  Know  ! 
About  Social  Security",  with  Victor  Christgau,  SS.,  and  Layne  Beaty.  (Program 
last  week  cancelled  to  carry  President  Eisenhower's  message  to  Congress.) 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Jan.  12,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    American  National  Cattlemens ' 
Convention,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey  -  Features:  "A  Forward  Look  at 
the  Soil  Bank"  with  officials  in  charge  of  the  program. 

USDA- TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Thurs.  Jan.  10:  "New  Crops  for 
American  Farms".    These  are  some  of  the  crops  now  under  study  by  the  President's 
Commission  for  new  Industrial  Uses  for  Agricultural  Products.     Shown  in  the  12 
still  pictures  in  this  package  are:  Sesame,  (remember  Ali  Baba  and  the'^-0 
thieves),  Saf flower;  Bamboos,  for  salads,  soups  and  vegetables;  Pistacio  nuts; 
Sansevieria,  a  source  of  rope  fiber;  Dioscorea,  a  possible  source  for  chemicals 
for  making  the  drug  cortisone;  etc. 

Distant  Ward  Heard  From 

:  The  fellow  who  wrote  the  story  about  the  seven-league  boots  never  figured 
on  the  reaching  power  of  radio.    Bill  Ward,  who  is  taking  a  year  off  from  his 
duties  as  NY  State  Ext.  Ed  (Cornell)  to  do  special  info,  training  in  the 
Philippines  writes  that  he  heard  us  on  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour  (via  the 
Voice  of  America)  at  7:30  a.m.  one  day  recently.    We  were  interviewing  Art  Sowder 
Ext.  Forester  about  Christmas  trees,  and  as  Bill  drove  along  in  that  90-degree 
weather,  he  suffered  an  acute  attack  of  Christmas  homesickness.    Glad  to  hear 
from  you,  Pardner,  and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  you,  too.  .  .  .  WBAL's  Conway  (Robbie) 
Robinson  and  his  bespectacled  rooster  have  joined  our  gallery  of  notables.  That 
rooster  crows  when  he  feels  like  it,  and  takes  nothing  off  any  director  .... 
George  Heineman,  program  mgr.  WRCA-TV,  N.Y.  City,  and  Bob  Menomi,  artist-designer. 
WNBQ,  Chicago,  will  give  an  illustrated  presentation  of  color  TV  programs,  in- 
cluding color  slides,  film  and  art  work,  scenic  and  costume  design  at  the  Fifth 
Annual  USDA  Visual  Workshop,  in  Washington,  the  last  week  of  this  month. 

Tapes  on  Weed  Control  Conference 

Max  Kirkland,  radio  ed.  Rutgers  University  says  he  will  prepare  taped 
interviews  covering  the  11th  annual  meeting  of  the  Northeast  Weed  Control 
Conference  next  week  (Jan.  10,  11  and  12)  for  all  farm  broadcasters  who  want  them. 
He  says  these  tapes  will  be  limited  to  five  minutes  and  will  be  prepared  for  use 
through  the  spring.     I    you  are  interested,  please  contact  Max  at  Rutgers' 
University  in  New  Brunswick,  N.J. 

Sincerjely, 


^-£ayhe  /Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Televisi  cm  Service 
P.S.     Let's  make  Farm  Broadcast  Day,  February  2,  a  day  that  will  live  in  glory. 

After  that  day  nobody  should  class  any  Farm  Broadcaster  with  the  woodchuck 
who  dares  crawl  back  in  his  hole,  on    Ground  Hog  Day.  Ask  your  Boss  if  he 
has  asked  Harold  Fellows  of  NARTB  for  the  free  kit  of  materials  for 
saluting  Farm  Broadcasting  Service. 
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Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Iroadcaster : 


January  11,  1957 
Letter  No.  751 


Water  -  and  the  lack  of  it  -  "both  have  the  big  spot-lights  playing  on 
them  now!    If  you  heard  President  Eisenhower  yesterday,  you  probably  noticed 
the  emphasis  he  put  on  conserving  and  making  the  most  use  of  our  water  resources. 
Sunday  afternoon  he  flies  to  San  Angelo,  Texas,  to  begin  his  inspection  tour 
of  the  drought  regions.    From  there  he  takes  off  Monday  morning  for  West 
Woodward,  Okla.;  Clovis,  N.  Mex.;  and  Tucson,  Ariz.    Tuesday  he  leaves  Tucson 
for  Pueblo,  Colo.,  goes  from  there  to  Garden  City,  Kan.,  and  then  on  to  the 
big  15  State  drought  meeting  at  Wichita,  Kans.    As  Secretary  Benson  announced 
this  week  that  meeting  of  farmers,  ranchers,  ag.  leaders,  and  officials  will 
give  short  and  long-range  drought  and  other  disaster  programs  a  thorough 
going  over. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Looks  Like  Success 

Radio  and  TV  stations  are  showing  a  lively  interest  in  Farm  Broadcasting 
Day,  Feb.  2.    With  over  a  thousand  requests  already  received  by"  the  Nat'l  Ass'n 
of  Radio  d  TV  Broadcasters  for  the  kit  of  materials  and  suggestions,  success  of 
the  Day  seems  assured.    The  goal  is  to  call  attention  of  the  public  on  that  day 
to  the  continuing  service  that  is  being  performed  day-in  and  day-out  by  the 
radio  and  TV  industry  through  their  agricultural  information  programming  (farm 
news,  weather,  market  news,  consumer  news,  agri.  research,  labor  saving  tips, 
helpful  suggestions  on  farm  operating  efficiency,  marketing  efficiency,  buying 
efficiency,  etc.)    Co- sponsored  by  NARTB,  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  TV  and  Radio  Farm 
Directors,  and  US DA,  this  represents  the  first  wide  scale  promotion  for  public 
recognition  of  a  service  which  has  become  essential  to  the  public. 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  chairman  of  the  FB  committee  for  NATRFD, 
reports  several  state  associations  of  broadcasters  are  asking  their  respective 
state  governors  to  proclaim  the  Day.    Some  stations  are  asking  mayors  of  cities 
to  make  proclamations  pointing  to  the  public  service  of  farm  broadcasters. 

What  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  amounts  to  in  your  area  depends  mostly  on 
what  your  station  makes  of  it.    We'd  like  to  hear  about  it  as  soon  as  you  have 
time  to  tell  us.    NATRFD  members  should  write  to  Jackson,  others  to  this  office. 

Brucellosis  Program  Progre s sing  We 11 


USDA  officials  reported  today  that  more  cattle  owners  took  part  in  the 
speeded-up  brucellosis  eradication  campaign  this  past  year  than  they  expected. 
In  fiscal  '56  nearly  ^5  million  cattle  were  screened  or  blood- tested  and  nearly 
5  million  calves  were  vaccinated.    To  maintain  gains,  interstate  movement  of 
cattle  except  steers,  spayed  heifers,  and  calves  8  months  old  came  under  stricter 
Federal  control  the  first  of  this  January. 
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Tomatoes  Show  Their  Breeding 

USDA's  January  "Agricultural  Research"  makes  several  intriguing  reports 

 Department  and  Tennessee  scientists  are  testing  shock  treatments  to 

make  corn  sprout  faster  and  more  evenly,  to  make  soybeans  easier  to  prepare  as 
food,  to  dry  grain,  and  to  kill  weed  seed.    They  are  using  an  electrical  device 

invented  by  a  USDA  engineer  in  these  experiments  In  cooperation  with 

the  U.S.  Air  Force,  our  researchers  studying  animal  behavior  are  trying  to  find 
whether  prolonged  jet  aircraft  noise  causes  drop  in  egg,  milk,  and  meat 
production.    So  far,  pigs  with  a  radio- electrocardiograph  strapped  to  them,  to 
check  their  heart  action  during  exposure,  have  shown  no  effects.  .  .  .A  broad 
study  of  tomato  production  reveals  that  high  yield  and  quality  of  tomatoes 
depend  most  on  the  weather  and  development  of  superior,  high-yielding  disease- 
resistant  tomato  varieties.    The  researchers  say  color  and  firmness  improvement 
is  primarily  a  breeding  problem.  .  .  .The  USDA  research  economists  suggest  the 
way  to  improve  tax  assessments  on  agricultural  land  is  to  base  them  on  the 
earning  power  of  the  soil.    They  tell  how. 

Radio  and  TV  Going  Global  at  a  Gallop 

Although  the  U.S.  has  eight  out  of  ten  of  the  world's  television  sets, 
television  is  now  being  operated  regularly  in  26  countries  -  most  of  them  in  the 
Americas  and  Europe  -  and  is  being  developed  in  eight  others.    The  United  Nations 
Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization  in  its  "World  Communications" 
report  says  every  day  some  255  million  copies  of  daily  newspapers,  257  million 
radio  receivers,  and  kk  million  television  sets  bring  news  and  information  to 
the  people  of  the  world.    In  the  last  5  years,  world  press  circulation  has  gone 
up  1^4-  percent,  while  radio  receivers  have  increased  kl  percent.    The  biggest 
gains  by  both  press  and  radio  were  in  economically  less  developed  countries. 
The  press  has  made  its  greatest  gains  in  countries  where  recent  literacy 
campaigns  have  stimulated  newspaper  reading.    During  the  same  time,  the  number  . 
of  television  receivers  has  tripled. 

Dial  Radiophones  for  Farmers  Soon 

Those  REA  dial  radio  telephones  we  mentioned  last  August,  are  expected 
to  be  on  test  in  the  early  spring.    By  the  end  of  January,  the  test  equipment 
will  be  delivered  in  Live  Oak,  Fla.,  and  Amherst,  Va.    REA  announced  a  few  days 
ago  that  North  Florida  Telephone  Co.,  and  the  Central  Virginia  Telephone  Corp., 
have  been  chosen  to  make  the  tests,  which  will  run  for  a  year  or  more  to 
determine  costs  and  quality  of  service.  REA  is  hoping  the  dial-radio  system 
will  cost  less  than  wire  lines  for  isolated  farm  homes. 

More  Chickens  Ready  to  Cook 

AMS  specialists  say  most  poultry  is  now  sold  ready  to  cook  and  the 
trend  is  upward.    They  expect  some  slow-down  from  the  rapid  increase  in  the 
freezing  of  poultry,  although  they  see  more  poultry  going  into  such  products 
as  frozen  chicken  and  turkey  dinners  and  other  forms  of  precooked,  fully 
prepared  dishes.    They  note  several  developments  that  have  cut  the  need  for 
freezing,  including  the  fryer- type  turkey,  antibiotics  that  lengthen  the  shelf- 
life  of  poultry,  speedier  distribution  of  the  fresh,  iced  product  by  the  chain- 
store  systems,  and  improvements  in  processing  and  transportation  which  have 
speeded  up  marketing. 
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Farmers  Social  Security  Reports 

Social  Security  Adm'r  has  asked  us  to  ask  you  to  remind  your  farmers 
that  a  report  on  their  '56  net  income  of  $1+00  or  more  is  due  on  their  income 
tax  returns.    Self-employed  farmers  reports  will  let  the  government  credit  their 
social  security  records  with  their  '56  earnings.    Present  or  future  benefits  to 
the  farmer  or  his  family  depend  on  their  '56  earnings  together  with  earnings 
from  other  years.    He  can  protect  his  rights  and  the  rights  of  his  family  to 
social  security  benefits  by  making  his  social  security  tax  report. 

Trees  Bred  to  Resist  Rust 

Forest  Service  reports  that  young  western  white  pines  bred  by  blister 
rust  resistant  parents  proved  immune  to  blister  rust  when  planted  in  Montana 
and  northern  Idaho.    The  forest  researchers  announce  they  have  made  plans  to 
breed  more  such  rust- resistant  trees  for  planting  in  the  years  ahead.  Mean- 
time ,  the  main  fight  to  control  blister  rust  continues  in  the  destruction  of 
wild  currant  and  gooseberry  bushes  from  which  the  rust  spreads  to  white  pine. 
Most  bushes  are  pulled  by  hand.    But  this  past  year,  where  such  bushes  were 
growing  thick  or  were  too  large  for  grubbing,  poisonous  chemicals  were  sprayed 
on  19,7^0  acres  of  them.    There  are  still  some  k  to  5  million  acres  yet  to  be 
rid  of  these  pests. 

Drought  and  the  Beef  Business 

If  the  drought  holds  on,  it  could  affect  the  cattle  industry  seriously 
in  '57.    In  their  review  of  the  livestock  and  meat  situation  this  week,  AMS 
economists  pointed  out  that  continued  severe  drought  would  almost  certainly 
reduce  cattle  numbers.    That  liquidation  would  add  to  current  supplies  of  beef. 
It  would  prevent  the  moderate  improvement  in  prices  otherwise  in  prospect.  But 
such  a  large  slaughter  would  mean  higher  prices  later,  because  it  would  include 
large  numbers  of  cows  and  calves.  ■■  So  it  would  reduce  the  capacity  for  beef 
production  a  year  or  two  in  the  future.    The  slaughter  in  early  '56  was  mostly 
mature  steers  and  so  had  no  bearing  on  the  productive  capacity  of  the  nation's 
cattle  herd. 

General  Crop  Report 

Yesterday,  the  Crop  Board  reported  total  feed  grain  stocks  on  farms  at 
the  start  of  this  year  were  about  2  percent  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  although 
corn  stocks  were  the  second  largest  on  record.    Winter  wheat  seedings  for  '57 
were  sharply  reduced  -  a  fifth  less  than  the  year  before  and  almost  a  third 
below  average.    The  Board  estimates  that  in  most  sections  outside  the  Great 
Plains,  fall  seedings  of  grains, legumes  and  grasses  generally  have  favorable 
prospects. 

Soil  Bank's  '37  Acreage  Reserve 

Some  time  next  week  your  State  and  County  ASC  Committee  Offices  will  have 
news  about  the  1957  Soil  Bank  programs  that  your  farmers  want.    From  the  Committee 
offices,  you  can  get  recently  announced  regulations  for  the  '57  Acreage  Reserve 
for  upland  cotton,  corn,  rice,  tobacco,  and  spring  wheat.    They  can  give  you 
average  per  acre  payments  by  counties  for  cotton,  corn  and  rice  allotment  land 
placed  in  the  Acreage  Reserve  this  year.    You  also  can  get  State  allocations  of 
funds  for  those  and  other  basic  crops,  plus  unit  rates  of  payments  for  tobacco 
types  and  for  spring  wheat  allotment  land  placed  in  the  Acreage  Reserve. 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  14-19 


ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Jan.  19,  12; 10  to  12:30  p.m.  EST. 
(Notice  this  is  a  new  time. )    Also  preceding  the  farm  period  we  understand 
ABC  plans  to  run  10  minutes  of  news,  sports/,    "Top  of  the  " 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Pa.  Farm  Show"  and  others  to  "be 
announced. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Jan.  19,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
USDA  Headlines  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "A  Report  from  the  National  Western 
Stock  Show,  Denver,  Colo."  plus  "The  Nematode  Threat  to  American  Agriculture" 
with  Dr.  A.  L.  Taylor,  USDA. 

NBC  "Washington  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  7:25-7:30  EST.  Richard 
Harkness. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:    Layne  Beaty  and 
USDA  officials  in  a  discussion  of  "Border  Inspection  under  the  Federal  Plant 
Quarantines" . 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Jan.  19,  9:30  to  9:1+5  am  EST. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Jan.  17:    A  six-minute  film  telling 
SCS's  part  in  the  Soil  Bank  Story.    Other  film  drafts  on  the  Soil  Bank  will 
come  later.     (With  this  Letter  we  are  sending  you  all  "Your  Acres  for  the  Soil 
Bank's  Conservation  Reserve",  a  little  folder  which  outlines  the  Conservation 
Reserve  program  in  brief. ) 

New  Daily  Farm  Show  on  Radio  Net 

A  new  farm  program  took  its  how  on  the  National  Broadcasting  Co.  radio 
network  December  31;  as  Richard  Harkness,  of  the  NBC  Washington  news  staff, 
began  a  series  of  5-minute  Washington  Farm  Reports,  Mon.  thru  Fri.,  7:25  - 
7:30  EST.    Sponsored  by  Ralston-Purina,  this  seems  to  be  the  first  such  farm 
news  format  on  a  major  network.    Harkness,  a  veteran  news  broadcaster,  treats 
the  day's  news  as  it  affects  agriculture.    John  Harms,  free  lancer  in  farm 
stuff  and  formerly  with  Fred  Bailey's  "Washington  Farm  Report"  weekly  letter, 
is  farm  news  leg  man  for  Harkness. 

Spring  NATRFD  Meeting  Plans  A-Borning 

Chairman  Louis  Wilson  of  the  NATRFD  spring  meeting  committee  has 
announced  a  meeting  of  the  group  in  Washington  (the  site  of  the  meeting)  on 
January  23. 

With  dates  in  late  June  under  consideration,  the  committee  plans  a 
program  with  plenty  of  zip  and  attraction  for  farm  broadcasters  far  and  near. 
Also,  entertainment  will  be  made  for  wives  and  families  who  may  come  along  for 
the  ride.    Suggestions  should  be  sent  to  Louis  Wilson,  National  Plant  Food 
Council,  1700  K  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  to  this  office. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  Si  Television  Service 


ipp  Radio  Farm  Directors 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


From 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Letter  No.  752 
January  18,  1957 


The  drought-area  inspection  tour  this  veek  "by  President  Eisenhower 
(accompanied  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  and  Secretary  of  Interior  Seaton) 
has  been  so  veil  covered  by  radio  and  TV  already  that  we  won't  attempt  a  recap 
here  except  to  mention  the  President's  statement  in  Wichita  that  he  is  asking 
Congress  for  authority  to  use  $76,000,000  more  for  emergency  feed,  conservation 
measures  and  farm  loans.    Copies  of  the  President's  two  statements  are  enclosed. 

Dir.  of  Info.  R.  Lyle  Webster  accompanied  the  newsmen  with  the  Presidential 
party  (yes,  he  was  on  the  plane  that  sank  through  the  runway  at  Pueblo);  Bob 
McMillen,  Ass't  to  the  Sec'y  and  Harold  Levis,  Ass't  Dir.  of  Info.,  handled 
info  vork  at  the  15- state  drought  conference  at  Wichita. 

Dairy  Breeders  Eye  Markets  Abroad 

Today  at  Baltimore,  the  Department's  foreign  agriculture  specialists  are 
discussing  export  market  promotion  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Purebred 
Dairy  Cattle  Association,  vhich  opened  there  yesterday.    Editors  of  several 
national  farm  journals  are  also  taking  part  in  the  meetings.  .  .Tomorrov,  this 
Association,  made  up  of  representatives  of  the  chief  dairy  breeds,  will  hold 
its  final  session  at  Beltsville,  where  USDA  dairy  specialists  will  show  the 
dairy  research  in  progress  there.    Discussions  will  include  cattle  breeding, 
feeding,  and  management;  the  National  Co-op  Dairy  Herd  Improvement  and  Sire 
Proving  Programs;  nutrition  and  physiology  work;  use  of  pasture  and  grass  silage, 
demonstrating  new  ways  of  using  pasture,  such  as  soiling,  strip  grazing,  and 
rotational  grazing. 

Cues  for  Hues  in  Farm  News  and  Views 

USDA's  5th  annual  Visuals  Workshop  (Jan.  28-Feb.  l),  this  year  concen- 
trating on  "Color",  is  offering  top  authorities  in  the  color  phases  of  all 
media.    NBC-TV's  Barry  Woods,  Stan  Parian  and  Ed  Bennett  will  panel  a  plenary 
session  on  Monday.    George  Heinemann  and  Bennett  will  conduct  workshop  sessions 
on  Tues.,  Wed.  and  Thursday.    Advance  registration  already  has  topped  previous 
records  with  210  from  26  states  and  D.C.,  Maine  to  Georgia  to  New  Mexico  to 
Wyoming.    Ted  Koop,  CBS's  Washington  public  affairs  director,  will  be  Thursday 
night  banquet  speaker. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Overshadows  Groundhog 

At  press  time,  over  1170  stations  had  requested  NARTB's  free  aids  kit 
for  observing  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  February  2.    One  state,  Connecticut,  had 
reported  a  statement  by  the  governor  saluting  Farm  Broadcasting.    Many  others 
due . 
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Smokey  Bear  and  Canada  Embrace 

Foresters  this  week  reported  a  notable  bear-hug.    U.S.  Forest  Service  and 
the  Canadian  Forestry  Association  have  signed  a  co-op  agreement  which  makes 
Smokey  Bear  the  official  forest  fire  prevention  symbol  in  Canada  as  well  as  in 
the  United  States.    Both  countries  will  use  the  same  or  similar  fire  prevention 
messages  ....  Yesterday  USDA  announced  a  plan  to  double  the  camping  and  pick- 
nicking  facilities  in  our  150  national  forests  within  the  next  five  years.  This 
doubling  is  to  take  care  of  the  66  million  recreation  visits  a  year  expected  by 
1962. 

How  Unusual  Is  The  Drought? 

We  hope  you  noticed  the  drought  stories  last  week  in  our  favorite  agri- 
cultural publication,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau's  "Weekly  Weather  and  Crop  Bulletin.'1 
The  Bureau's  meteorologists  admit  they  cannot  yet  predict  whether  or  not  the 
drought  will  end  in  1957.  but  they  think  that  if  it  does  not  end  by  next  spring, 
the  chances  are  large  that  it  will  continue  through  next  summer.    They  discuss 
not  only  when  and  where  the  current  drought  began;  the  low  water  stages  in  the 
rivers;  the  latest  theories  about  tie  causes  of  drought;  but  just  how  unusual 
this  one  is  -  as  far  back  as  the  history  goes  into  the  prehistoric  record  in  the 
tree  rings.    They  consider  drought  as  a  normal  part  of  climate.    One  of  the  chief 
weaknesses  they  see  in  cloud  seeding  is  the  shortage  of  clouds  in  dry  years.  The 
fact  that  the  Bureau  devotes  a  whole  issue  of  the  "Bulletin"  to  a  special  weather 
summary  on  the  drought  is  best  evidence  how  unusual  the  meteorologists  think  it. 
Usually,  each  week  we  find  the  "Bulletin"  the  best  way  to  keep  up  with  just  what 
kind  of  work  farmers  are  doing  in  different  parts  of  the  country  that  week,  and 
the  most  immediate  effects  of  the  weather  on  their  crops  and  stock. 

Plans  to  Put  Hex  on  Witchweed 

One  of  the  worst  worries  of  our  weed  experts  this  year  is  that  scrubby, 
harmless -looking  little  weed  that  showed  up  in  the  Carolinas  last  summer.  They 
say  this  is  the,  hitherto  unknown  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  witchweed,  which  has 
proved  a  prime  scourge  of  corn  and  sorghum  in  South  Africa.    USDA  scientists  fear 
that  if  it  becomes  widely  established  in  this  country  it  could  destroy  more  corn 
than  the  European  corn  borer  and  cost  farmers  up  to  a  $100,000,000  a  year  loss. 
By  all  accounts  witchweed  is  a  tough  baby,  with  one  plant  producing  as  many  as  a 
half  million  almost  microscopic  seed.     It  does  its  witching  underground.  Those 
seed  only  begin  to  sprout  x^hen  the  seed  come  near  the  roots  of  corn  and  certain 
other  plants.    But  when  they  do  they  develop  a  sucking  organ  which  penetrates 
roots  and  causes  the  corn  to  wilt.    The  specialists  say  this  pest  can  be  con-  • 
trolled.    State,- and- Federal  scientists  are  now  exploring  all  practical  ways  not 
only  to  control,  but  to  eradicate  this  pest. 

Sugar  Group  Urges  Expanded  Research 

USDA's  Sugar  Research  and  Advisory  Committee,  which  met  here  last  week, 
called  for  a  program  to  improve  production,  processing,  use,  and  marketing  of 
sugar  and  sugar  by-products.    They  urged  more  research  on  the  nematode  problem 
in  both  sugar  beets  and  sugarcane,  more  weed  control,  including  evaluation  of 
weed  killers.    Also  studies  of  losses  between  harvesting  and  processing,  and 
trends  in  demand  for  sugar. 
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Be  fore -the -Hatch  Poultry  Count 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  reports  that  turkey  growers  plan  to  produce  10 
percent  more  turkeys  in  '57  than  in  '56.    All  regions  of  the  country  intend  to 
make  increases  -  totaling  13  percent  more  heavy  breed  birds  than  last  year. 
Light  breed  growers  will  raise  about  3  percent  fewer  than  a  year  ago.  Growers 
in  all  regions  except  the  South  Atlantic  plan  fewer  light  breed  birds.   .   .  AMS 
economists  say  probably  fewer  chickens  will  be  raised  for  laying  flock  replace- 
ments than  a  year  ago.    They  expect  production  of  eggs  to  continue  higher  and 
prices  to  farmers  lower  in  the  next  few  months  than  at  this  time  of  year  in  '56. 

There's  Glamour  in  Farm  Programs 

Thanks  to  Jim  Chapman,  WOSU,  Columbus,  who  sent  us  for  our  "Gallery11  a 
picture  taken  on  "Our  Friends  and  Neighbors"  evening  on  Ohio  State's  "Agribus" 
program,  we're  convinced  farm  programs  can  be  glamorous.    The  photo  shows  a 
lovely  lassie  in  kilts,    '56  Shorthorn  Queen  of  Ohio.     Jim  says  a  beautiful  short- 
horn steer  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  picture,  but  the  photographer  couldn't  see 
it.    To  demonstrate  that  this  is  not  a  once-in-a-lifetime  incident,  Jim  also 
includes  a  snap  of  himself  with  a  bunch  of  husky  Louisiana  "Yambassadors " .   .  . 
Next  week  WOW- TV,  Omaha,  concludes  its  5th  Annual  WOW- TV  Farm  Short  Course, 
presented  in  cooperation  with  U.  of  Reb.j  and  Iowa  State  Ext.,  and  the  U.  S. 
Weather  Bureau.    The  Course  covers  important  farm  topics  with  recognized  experts 
to  answer  questions  on  each  topic  during  the  program. 

Another  State  Brucellosis  Free 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  that  Delaware  is  now  declared  "Modified 
Certified  Brucellosis-Free'  .    That  means  that  not  more  than  1  percent  of  cattle 
and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  cattle  herds  in  Delaware  are  infected  with 
brucellosis.    Delaware  is  the  sixth  State  so  certified.    The  others  are  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  Washington,  and  Wisconsin.    The  final  goal  of  this 
program  is  complete  eradication  of  this  contagious  and  costly  disease.    That  goal 
is  being  brought  closer  by  locating  infected  dairy  herds  by  means  of  a  low  cost, 
fast,  milk  and  cream  ring  test;  by  separating  infected  from  healthy  animals  in 
both  dairy  and  beef  herds  by  means  of  the  blood  agglutination  test;  and  by 
protecting  young  animals  from  infection  by  means  of  calfhood  vaccination. 

Japan  Adopts  Orderly  Cotton  Trade 

Japan  informed  the  U.S.  this  week  that  it  has  adopted  a  new  program  of 
orderly  marketing  of  cotton  textiles.    The  plan  sets  an  overall  limit  on  the 
total  volume  of  cotton  textile  exports  to  the  U.S.  and  sets  a  pattern  for 
diversification  of  such  exports.    U.S.  Departments  of  State,  Commerce,  and 
Agriculture  joined  in  hailing  the  Japanese  action  as  a  friendly  way  of  providing 
a  basis  for  the  expansion  of  two-way  trade  between  the  U.  S.  and  Japan. 

Secretary  Benson  on  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  Feb.  2 

We  enclose  with  this  Letter  a  statement  by  Secretary  Benson  for  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day,  February  2.     In  it,  he  recognizes  the  public  service  performed 
by  radio  and  television  stations  and  warmly  thanks  farm  broadcasters  for  a  great 
service  being  well  done .    You  may  find  this  statement  helpful  in  your  own 
observance  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day. 

LATE  FLASH     NBC-TV's  "HOME"  show  ( 10-11  am  EST)  will  present  Mary  Swickard, 
USDA  home  economist  with  the  story  of  poultry  inspection  during  the  first  and 
last  segments  of  the  show  Tuesday,  January  22. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  21- 2o 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Jan.  26,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Discussion  of  What  Gibberellic 
Acid  May  Mean  to  American  Farmers",  plus  "Current  Items  for  Homemakers  for  USDA". 

NBC  "Washington  Farm  Report"  -  Mon.  thru  Fri.  7:25-7:30  p.m.  EST.,  with 
Richard  Harkness. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  USDA's  Ned  Ellis, 
John  Zeller,  and  Everett  Warwick  discussing  "Livestock  Breeding  Research". 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Jan.  26,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

ABC  "The  American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Jan.  26,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "The  Soil  Bank  in  '57"  with  Bank 
officials  in  the  USDA. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Jan.  2k:    Six  minute  10  sec.  film, 
"Beltsville  Newsreel  jjffi"  shows  research  results  in  using  inedible  fats  for 
turkey  and  other  livestock  feed,  and  for  making  detergents    (Next  week  Lou 
Childers,  ARS,  and  Jules  Renaud  of  this  office  go  to  New  Orleans  to  plan  TV 
packages  on  research  at  USDA's  Southern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  for  use  in 
later  Newsreels.    Jules  will  also  stop  by  to  consult  with  Gordon  Loudon,  LSU, 
Baton  Rouge;  Derek  Rooke,  WMCT ,  Memphis;  and  Bob  Buice,  KARK,  Marvin  Vines, 
KTHV,  and  Walter  Massey,  KATV,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

What's  Coming  on  Drought 

Ready  now  -  a  tape.    For  any  time  use.    Yours  for  a  blank  tape.    Order  by 
number.    1A17  "At  the  Top  of  the  Drought  Problem".    U.S.  Weather  Bureau's 
Agricultural  Meteorologist  Harry  Swift  discusses  with  Jack  Towers,  USDA,  research 
on  the  causes  of  drought.    This  is  a  good  tape.    Harry  tells  about  the  vast 
swirling  pattern  of  high  upper  winds  which  hovers  like  a  helicopter  over  the 
Plains  during  a  drought. 

Also  available  for  those  who  ask  for  it  is  a  copy  of  "Drought  Inspection 
Tour,  January  1957 ♦"    This  is  material  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  President's 
party.    It  briefly  summarizes  the  long-range  relief  programs  for  Texas,  Okla., 
N.  Mex.,  Ariz.,  Colo.,  and  Kansas.    It  gives  a  short  sketch  of  the  weather 
picture  with  maps,  and  shows  the  four  years  deficit  in  rainfall  really  hurts. 

Dixon  Line  Reels  'Em  In 

Another  farm  broadcaster  gets  national  recognition.    In  its  "On  All 
Accounts"  weekly  feature,  BROADCASTING-TELECASTING  magazine  last  Monday  saluted 
Dixon  L.  (Dix)  Harper,  immediate  past  sec'y-treas.  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio 
and  Television  Farm  Directors. 

Young  in  years,  Dix  is  nevertheless  one  of  the  veterans  in  the  profession. 
He  left  WIS,  Chicago,  last  year  to  handle  radio  and  farm  accounts  for  a  Chicago 
ad  agency,  Aubrey,  Finlay,  Mar ley  &  Hodgson,  Inc.    The  mag.  quotes  Dix,  "We  use 
RFDs  because  of  the  respect  they  have  built  up  with  farmers  over  the  years,  the 
priceless  asset  of  their  personalities  and  the  enthusiasm  and  confidence  they 
inspire  in  products,"    Iowa  farm  boy,  Dix  worked  on  W0I_,  Ames;  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids; 
and  later  on  WIOU,  Kokomo  and  WIBC,  Indianapolis,  where  the  Dixon  line  won  wide 
acclaim.    Felicitations,  old  boy. 


Sincerely, 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From  \ 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


i*  9*9 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


Office  of  Information 


artment  of  Agriculture 


January  25,  19 57 
Letter  No.  753 


Here  is  a  salute  to  you  all  from- Federal  Communications  Commissioner 
John  Doerfer.    This  is  the  text  of  the  statement  Cmr.  Doerfer  recorded  (along 
■with  other  national  figures)  for  use  in  observing  Farm  Broadcasting  Day, 
February  2. 

Commissioner  Doerfer  Says : 

"As  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  I  am  especially  pleased  to  extend  to  radio 
and  television  farm  broadcasters  throughout  the  country  my  best  mid-west 
greetings.     I  have  always  had  a  tremendous  respect  for  the  American  farmer  and 
his  important  function  in  our  economy.    During  the  almost  three  and  one-half 
years  I  have  served  on  the  Federal  Communications  Commission,  I  have  come  to 
appreciate  the  great  importance  of  radio  and  television  to  rural  America.  The 
system  of  broadcasting  as  it  has  developed  in  the  United  States  has  become  an 
important  tool  in  furnishing  the  nation's  farmers  with  vital  information  as  well 
as  top-flight  entertainment.    And  the  Federal  Communications  Commission  is 
constantly  striving  to  improve  both  radio  and  television  service  to  American 
farm  families.    We  have,  of  course,  noted  with  interest  the  improvement  in  and 
expansion  of  programs  to  rural  America  through  the  efforts  of  the  nation's  farm 
broadcasters.     No  segment  of  public  service  programming  deserves  more  credit 
than  that  which  has  helped  to  increase  the  efficiency  and  prosperity  of  American 
agriculture.     On  this  first  observance  of  Farm  Broadcasting  Day,  therefore,  I 
salute  all  of  you  who  serve  the  farm  population  in  your  area.    The  FCC,  I  can 
assure  you,  will  continue  its  efforts  to  improve  radio  and  television  facilities 
to  make  our  farmers  the  best  informed  in  the  world.    Congratulations  and  best 
wishes  for  continued  success." 

Another  Governor  Proclaims  Day:    Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  wires  that 
Governor  Harriman  will  proclaim  Feb.  2  as  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  in  New  York 
State.    He  will  issue  his  proclamation  on  January  31  >  and  Don  plans  to  get 
sound-on  film  and  tape  of  procedure.     (See  Ohio  story  on  page  30 

NATRFD  Spring  Meeting  Plans 

Last  Wednesday  Chairman  Louis  H.  Wilson  called  together  his  arrangements 
committee  for  the  NATKFD  spring  meeting  to  be  held  here.    In  addition  to  his 
making  sub-committee  assignments,  the  committee  worked  out  as  many  details  as 
possible  now.    Exact  dates  of  the  spring  meeting  won't  be  set  until  the 
committee  learns  whether  President  Eisenhower  will  be  able  to  receive  the  visiting 
RFDs  at  his  Gettysburg  farm. 
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"Foreign  Agriculture"  Marks  20th  Year 

Since  USDA's  "Foreign  Agriculture"  magazine  "began  20  years  ago,  patterns 
of  world  trade  have  changed.    In  the  January  issue  out  today,  FAS  Adm'r  Gwynn 
Garnett  tells  what  those  changes  now  mean  to  the  U.S.,  as  the  world's  largest 
trader  in  farm  products.    He  notes  that  world  trade  has  increased  10  to  15 
percent  in  total  volume.    Trading  partnerships  have  changed.    Methods  of  "busi- 
ness have  changed.    Several  countries  have  shifted  from  being  agricultural  ex- 
porters to  importers.    Others  have  greatly  expanded  their  agricultural  exports 
♦  .  .  .Other  FAS  specialists  trace  the  development  of  our  agricultural  attache 
force  abroad. 

New  FAQ  Head  Here  for  Conference 

Next  week,  Dir.  Gen'l  B.  R.  Sen,  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization, 
will  confer  with  Department  and  other  U.S.  officials  here.    He  comes  here  from 
Ottawa  on  his  first  official  FAO  visit  to  North  America  since  he  was  recently 
installed  as  FAO  head  in  Rome.    But  he  is  not  exactly  a  stranger  here,  having 
formerly  served  as  Ambassador  of  India  to  the  U.S.    He  has  also  served  as 
Ambassador  of  India  to  Italy,  Yugoslavia,  and  most  recently  to  Japan.    In  India, 
he  has  been  prominent  in  food  relief  activities.    If  you're  interested  in  a  taped 
interview  with  Mr.  Sen,  let  us  know.    We'll  hold  it  under  5  minutes. 

See  Future  in  Rephobiospect 

Department  marketing  engineers  have  dubbed  their  latest  research  tool 
to  see  inside  fruit  quality,  as  the  "Re-pho-bio-spect" ,  which  is  their  short 
way  of  saying  Recording  Photometer  for  Biological  Spectral  Transmission.  With 
it,  they  can  read  the  hollow  heart  of  potatoes,  discover  brown  core  in  apples, 
and  detect  blood  spots  in  eggs,  without  breaking  an  egg  or  disturbing  the  peel 
of  a  fruit.    AMS  Gerald  Birth  tells  how  they  do  it  in  the  February  issue  of 
"Agricultural  Marketing"  .  .  .  .This  is  just  one  report.    Others  are  about  the 
trends  and  prospects  for  frozen  fruits,  the  new  USDA  "Standard"  beef  grade, 
dispatching  delivery  trucks,  and  improving  grain  transportation. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Goes  Global 

Speaking  of  FAO,  just  now  we  received  a  3  min.  ho  sec.  tape  on  "Farm 
Broadcasting  Day"  from  Rome.    John  Stordy,  radio  officer  with  FAO,  noticed 
February  2  was  the  day,  and  figured  a  brief  contribution  from  FAO  Rome  might 
possibly  be  appreciated,     (it  is  indeed).    He  asked  their  Ext.  specialist, 
former  Floridian,  Don  Kimmel  to  do  the  tape.    Don  talks  about  some  of  the 
differences  of  approach  to  extension  work  back  home  and  that  of  some  other 
countries.    He  reports  that  many  countries  are  today  recognizing  that'  educa- 
tional work  with  farmers,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  known,  is  the  key  to 
agricultural  production.    Let  us  know  if  you  want  a  copy  of  this  tape. 

Drought  Hit  Corn  Borers  Too:    State  and  Federal  entomologists  reported  today 
that  persistent  drought  in  the  Midwest  is  contributing  to  continued  decline 
in  corn  borer  numbers.    The, corn  borer  threat  has  decreased  in  the  North 
Central  States,  but  increased  in  East.    This  build-up  in  East  and  decline 
further  West  has  been  going  on  since  19$b.    The  potential  crop  of  borers  is 
still  large  enough  to  do  considerable  damage  if  the  weather  this  year  is 
favorable . 
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Research  Recommended  by  Poultry  Advisers 


USDA's  Poultry  Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee,  which  held  its 
annual  meeting  here  last  week,  called  for  a  wide  variety  of  further  research. 
Among  other  things,  this  group  suggested  more  studies  on  the  blue-comb  and  on 
parasitic  diseases  effects  on  health,  growth,  and  egg  production.  These 
advisers  also  suggested  more  basic  research  on  human  nutrition  and  a  nationwide 
survey  of  homemakers  to  find  out  what  they  think  of  eggs  and  how  they  use  them. 
Copies  of  their  report  will  be  available  in  a  few  weeks. 

February  Huddles  on  Invading  Pests 

Next  month,  Eastern,  Western,  Central,  and  Southern  States  and  Federal 
plant-pest  experts  will  meet  to  discuss  what's  to  be  done  about  the  regional 
plant  diseases  and  insects  now  knocking  on  our  door  or  already  over  the  threshold. 
These  officials  and  researchers  are  much  concerned  about  the  increased  danger 
from  the  increase  in  foreign  trade  and  travel,  by  land,  sea,  and  air,  which 
makes  it  easier  for  hitch-hiking  pests  to  slip  into  this  country.    They  will 
discuss  Federal-State  quarantines,  plant-pest  surveys,  research  to  control  and 
eradicate  the  pests,  and  programs  to  better  apply  control  methods  already  known. 
The  Eastern  regional  meet  will  take  place  February  6-8  at  Rutgers  University; 
the  Western  February  13-15  at  the  University  of  California;  the  Central  February 
18-20  at  University  o*f  Minnesota;  and  Southern  February  25-27  at  Mississippi 
State  College.    You  can  get  details  of  programs  directly  from  the  Dean  of 
Agriculture  at  each  of  the  land-grant  colleges  at  which  the  meetings  are  scheduled. 

Wool  Growing  and  Deferred  Grazing 

Wednesday,  at  Las  Vegas,  Secretary  Benson  discussed  the  wool  program 
before  the  National  Wool  Growers  Association's  92nd  Convention.    He  made  it 
plain  that  the  National  Wool  Act  is  "special  legislation  designed  to  meet  a 
special  problem  for  a  strategic  commodity."  Its  basic  purpose  is  to  encourage 
wool  producers  to  increase  their  production  by  providing  them  with  a  price 
incentive.    We  have  no  overall  surplus  of  wool.    We  have  long  relied  on  imports 
to  make  up  our  deficit.    This  is  a  far  different  situation  than  prevails  in  many 
of  the  other  farm  commodities  we  produce.    The  Secretary  said  it  is  too  early 
to  tell  whether  the  present  incentive  pay  level  is  reversing  the  downward  trend 
in  production.    He  reported  the  Wool  Act  of  '5*+  "is  restoring  initiative  and 
enterprise  to  our  domestic  wool  producers  and  placing  them  in  an  improved 
position  to  compete  with  the  imported  product."    During  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, the  Secretary  noted  a  variety  of  proposals  have  been  made  for  "deferred 
grazing"  and  raised  questions  as  to  whether  the  proposals  might  reduce  sheep 
numbers  and  so  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  Act  to  increase  wool  production.  He 
thinks  it  likely  such  proposals  may  be  much  discussed  in  coming  months,  and 
asked  cattlemen  and  sheepmen  to  think  through  such  proposals  before  taking  a 
firm  position  on  the  question. 

National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  First 

From  Clyde  Keathley  at  WRFD  Worthington,  Ohio,  we  have  just  received  a 
picture  of  Ohio's  new  Governor  C.  William  O'Neill  signing  his  first  proclamation, 
which  was  the  one  proclaiming  February  2nd    as  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  in  Ohio. 
From  Z  to  Z  behind  him  are  Geo.  Zeiss,  WLW- C ,  Columbus;  Bob  Geis,  dir.  of  radio, 
Ohio  Farm  Bureau;  Dir.  W.  B.  Wood,  Ohio  Ext.;  John  Babcock,  program  director, 
Crosley  Broadcasting  Corp.;  Luster  Cooley,  Ohio  State  Grange;  Charles  Might, 
WMRN,  Marion;  Clyde  Keathley,  WRFD,  Worthington,  Ohio  Committee  Chairman  of 
National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  and  Bill  Zipf,  WBNS,  Radio  and  TV.    The  pic 
goes  on  our  office  wall,  naturally. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  Jan.  28-Feb.  2* 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  Salute  to  Farm 
Broadcasting  Day  plus  "Survey  of  Our  Nation's  Food  Habits"  -  a  first  authori- 
tative check  on  what  U.S.  people  are  eating,  with  Gertrude  Weiss,  ARS.  •  .1 


CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  Feb.  2,  9:30  to  9:1+5  aid  EST. 
Features:  "Salute  to  Farm  Broadcasting  Day."  1  : 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  Feb.  2,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Farm  Broadcasting  Day"  with  Roy 
Battles,  ass't  to  Master  of  the  Grange. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  Feb.  2,  12  to  12:25  P.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Salute  to  Farm  Broadcasting  Day" 
plus  "Highlights  from  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Range 
Management. " 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  Jan.  31:    "Better  Living  thru 
Conservation  Farming"  -  21  still  picture  and  art  work  describe  the  farmer-ACP 
cost-sharing  program.    Also  a  "Bonus  Package"  from  FAS  showing  a  two  picture 
news  item  on  "Flying  (26  Brahman  and  Santa  Gertrudis)  Bulls  to  Peru".  This 
week  USDA  sent  put  a  2  min.  bonus  film  from  FAS  on  "International  Trade  Fairs". 

Wanted:    A  Farmcaster  -  in  a  Hurry.' 

If  you  are  an  experienced  farm  broadcaster  who  wants  to  move,  give  heed 
to  this,    Bruce  Davies,  farm  news  director  at  WIS,  Chicago,  says  that  station 
needs  an  experienced  RFD  who  can  do  some  news  and  staff  work.    Tapes  and  resumes 
should  go  to  Herb  Howard,  WIS  prog,  dir.,  1230  Wash.  Blvd.,  Chicago  7,  111. 
They're  in  a  hurry. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Now  we  have  the  evidence  on  our  wall.    A  picture  from  Mardi  Liles,  WFLA, 
WFLA-TV,  Tampa,  Fla.,  shows  J.  C.  Council,  President  and  Gen'l  Mgr.  of  the 
Tribune  Company,  owners  and  operators  of  WFLA  Radio  AM  and  FM  and  TV,  presenting 
Mardi  with  a  citation  on  the  5>000  farm  broadcasts  he  made  over  the  station's 
facilities.    During  the  FFA  Day  celebration  at  the  Florida  State  Fair,  Feb.  2, 

FFA  will  present  Mardi  with  its  Honorary  State  Farmers  Degree  Maynard 

Bertsch,  WLS,  Chicago,  Chairman,  Region  k,  NATRFD,  tells  us  their  regional 

spring  meeting  is  now  slated  for  April  6  and  7  at  Louisville,  Ky  

Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  reports  that  the  19th  annual  National 
Farm  Institute,  sponsored  by  the  Des  Moines  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  coming  up 
Feb.  15  and  16,  with  the  usual  TV- radio-press  get-together.    Herb  says  speakers 
are  tops  and  picture  and  recording  possibilities  tremendous.    The  theme  "New 
Approaches  on  the  Farm  Problem"  .  .  .  .Starting  this  week,  Frank  Atwood,  OTIC, 
Hartford,  will  be  on  the  air  for  a  full  15-min. ,  12:15-12:30  p.m.  Mondays  thru 
Fridays,  in  addition  to  his  early  morning  farm  broadcast,  5:30-6:^5.  Heretofore, 
Atwood' s  noon  broadcast  has  been  a  five -minute  poultry  and  egg  market  report." 
This  will  be  retained  followed  by  ten  minutes  of  farm  news. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 


